John Faris’s Tavern, Terrible

Harpes, Stephen

A(Conlimial form I'tge D-3)

T have sald, amel the officlal
notlee of Lhe opening of it in-
dicales, Lhot the buibding of The
Wikderuess Rond marked the be-
glning of penceful  phassage
through "the Wilderness™, 'Phat s
only relatively  true, AL Uhines,
elvillzed men may be ss dangers
oug ad Lo ever more cruel than
the suvnpe Indiang, oy thls in-
cident will show,

"Thoe Qutlaws of Cave-in-Rock,"
by Otto A, Rolhert, long time
geercinry of The Filjon Club in
Louksville, is o story abont the ter-
rible Havpes—Hig Flarpe and Lil-
tle Harpe. One inctdent Lold by
A Rotherl Bad b leenlae in Laurel
counly—at least 1he beginning of
ft—at the luvern of John Farris,
S, and of his son Willinm and
daughter-in-Inw  Jane. There will
be niere aboul John Parris in an-
other nrlichs But now to the
Harpoes.

Micajnh "Big Llurpe” and Wiley
“Litlle Iarpe” had bLeen horm in
North Carolinn in 1769 and 1770.
In the Revolulion their family was
i sywpathy with  Lthe Iinglish,
and il wiayg snil they wern of mixed
ol Big Harpe married o Snsan
Toberts, nod v (helr depredations
her sister Beltie went along, "wife
of cither as her fnney  might
dictale.” They cime Lu Poannessec
ard appesred to setlie down on a
Iille farm nesr Woosville, from
wihilch ey would soppty Knnx-

villa wills butchered hogs and oth. &hd We ean't ignare them all—not

er ety Lhey hind siolen, Tt was
sold (hat they had been members
nf lhe renepgmde Creek and Chero-
Y¥ea proups Lhat hod ravaged the
cauniryside, ‘Ihey cottmitting
mest every sort of crime, Knox-
ville hocame Loo Mot for them and
the Marpes decided Lo transfer
thelr operations to Kenbueky, en-
tering the State ot Cumberland
Gap in 1798, They held up and
ralhed m preacher, but peturned
hig Bible amil other gonds and per-
mllted him Lo procecd. Others
were less forlunate, nol living to
tell the tale,

The Herpes killed a  peddler
named Feyton nesr Cumberland
river in what is now Knox coun-
ty. They killed two Marylanders
named Pacu} and Bales.

Two Old Friends
Meet In 1798

Stephen Tangford of Virginia
canie to lienlncky, A traveling
companion as far o Cumberland
Gap Iad been David Irby, and
separating there they agreed to
mect ni Franklort,
folnly recods, found in 1018,
disclosed what
thal. Langford had followed {he
Wilderness  Reed, passing  the

junction of the Sinle road Ieading! . . s
off toward Madison connty, andjdinmer 1 shilling.

sloppad at John ¥arris's station
west of Titlle Roclkeastle viver in
late e'\-'ening, Tuesday, Dec. 12,
1798, and speni the night theve.
John Iarris, Sr., was a friendly
man and in theiv eonversation that
night he wnil Langford where
drawtny closer {ngether when they
learned they once had been
reighhors back in Virginia. As
relaled by Mr, Rolhert, John Far-
ris, Sr., later swore ‘“‘a man came
to  his house on the Wilderness
ranad whe called himself Langfored
and who, afler he had told him
his name, he recellected to have
Leen gequainted with in Pittayl-
vania county, Virginin, in the
youth of Thomas Langiord.”

Others Came At Breakfast Time

Early Wednesday nierning other
travelers ceme (o Farris's Sta-
tion as they were about to have
breaklast., There were  fwo men
and three women in the group, all
unkept, and, according to their
story, pennyliess, Butb even so they
were nob turncd away. Inadver-
ently, Langforl had said or done
something  that displeased Jane
Farris, and disclaiming any mis-
chievous intention said “that he
would not offend her for all in his
saddle bags, which was  worth
300 pounds.” Langfourd paid for
the strangers’ breakfasts and the
six left together for the Settle-
ments gt Crab Orchard.

Ent Langford never got there.
A few days later, men driving a
drove of catile to Virginia found a
dead body of o man heside the
Wilderness Road. The Farrises re-
cognized it as Stephen Langford.
Heow could they have known that
Ihe strangers cating breakfast with
them on that fateful morning had
heen the Harpes, the terrible kil
ers?

The alarm was spunded and the
chase was on. The Kentucky
Gazelie of Jan. 2, 1799, mentioned
the discovery of the body on Dec.
14, and a:tlded, "We also learn Mr.
Ballenger is in pursiuit of them,
with a determined resolution never
ta guit the chase until he hag se-
cured them.”” In the meanwhile,
Capt. Joseph Ballenger. a Stanford
marchant, had feund the Harpes
nedr Carpenter  Station, now
Houstanville, on Christmas day.
Their examining trial got under
wag at Stanford, Jan. 4, 1789,
witlhh Esquires Hugh Logan, Wil-
liam Montgomery and Nathan
Husten  presiding judges,  and
Willis CGreen clerk. Among the
evidenee was a Free Mason's apron
Ballenper hard found, "he Farrises
recagnized the defendants and re-
cited the heppenings at their sta-

Old Lincoin!

happened after
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Langford

Hhtrpey grave thelr names as “Rob-
erts’, oxeept  Big Huorpes'  wife
herselfl 120znbely Walkcer,

The five were held 1o the Dis-
lrict Contrd und faken to the Dan-
ville joil, Irant shich s the men
minaged Lo escape, The jaller's
record had more aboni two of the
wonien, wWho hal added Lo the
population of (heir clan ot Slate? §
expense, “lely. 8. Betsey Walker,
she belng hrought 1o bed by & son
Lhe previeus nighl and “Alarch
7. Susannn arpe, bronght Lo hed
by a daughier tlie preceding night. |-
Paid cash midwifc for ditto 1857}
Sufficeth 1o mdd here that thel}
waomen were finnully releaged, to
doin their men in o depredating ;
forage ilrough  Sonlhern Ken-, f4
Htueky Lo their  finad motorous
Jrendezvous at Cuve-in-Roek on the!
Ohle xiver. ¥iolenl denthy awaited
the terrible RBig Harpe and Lhe ter-
‘rible Litile Iinrm. :

Prohably in 1798 John Irarris's
was the only lavern, also com-
menly  called “stond,” in Laurel
county. Another was Dallinger's
in present Dell county, Soon after-
wards, thongh, there were many,
and gerving the travelers and tak-
ing care of their slock was the
major sowrce of cash income for
many yeard. llutders, ton, profited
from the venison and turkey, the
hears and coons, they furnished
the taveran keepeors.

If we are to belleve many leg-
ends that have come ddown to ug—

everything was  what it amight
|]1uve heen, awmd more than onee as i
Jmissing traveler would be traced:
ito a tavern amd no further, But
mostly the {averng were safe, their
Jkeepers hospitable, and generally,
L might be presnred, compared
“faveorably with lhely guests who
.were not alweys as saintly as
!Bis]m]} IPrancis  Aghary,

HENKY WALRD

: . i Commissioner of Conservafion
Tavern Hatey Fiaed By Countics

Of The Wi!derness Road
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Tributaries To Wilderness Road
Established By Legislature

M"'l‘he Kenlueky Mountains™, r Fotle of Goose Creel, below the

Filsan Cluh publication, hag been old Owtlaw  (Later the oviginal

quoted previously. Ihis portlen of White) salt worls.

our story T ilderness \ ,

is llilHL‘l]}lllt:'ll:ﬂ‘z:lg]l}?l{‘?:e‘::.:;s?‘[':)(}"]ill" In an ACt or 1858. es"nh]ls.!i_“g
: y CLOTUS wiine Jondon, Somerset and Walta-

rel.‘LlLetl in this most intevesting boraugh (Head of navigation on
camd faclunl work by AMiss Mary . . . -
Yerhoeff, now First Vice-President the Cumberland river—-Rurnslde)

uf this Club which has contributert |

'l“:i’\il':::.“h Lo our k‘nuwlmlgu o0 Whe gy in the and of Jarvls Jack-
K v of Ientucky. .
son, of Lourel eounly, ns £ Com-
Salt was an essential commadity missioner, directed bgr act of {len-
that was not oo plentiful in eral Assembly to be applied Lo the
Kealucky at the lime, and a most opening of 2 road from London, in
promising solrce of salt war on Lourel county, 1o the Cumberiand
the walers of Goose Creek in what river; amd s ths route contefn-
is now Clay county. So an Act of plated, ., . . js the same . ., ., .-&
Dae, 21, 1802, Miss Verhaefi Lells considerable portion of distance
us. eslablished a road from Rich- toward Cumberland river . . . tho
mand in Mudisen econnty to Lhe County Cowrt of Laurel county
salt works on Geaose creek owned shull nave power, if it 5o desires,
by JTobn Patrick and olhers and ta order  an approprialion  of
known as Langford's Lick. This such portion of sakd fund' prorata
was (o Lhe wvicinity of present to this new xenture. This pussibly
Manchester, tivning off from the was Lhe snme “good” road, from
-main Richmond road neay (south Londen and Snmerset, that Dr,
of ] the Hacleastle river. The Act Christopher €. Gralam has been
also provided for a 8alt Road from crediter with hiilding to Sublimity
ern, Tamous I its own right, on thut fumeuns highway, Bishop Franeis, T0laski Contt Tiouse to the same Springs, which wag ineorporated
Ashury aod other notalles were grests of fohn Frecoan here, Bulit in SU0WoTks and also fo Outlaw's a+ - soeon, 1Peh, 12, 186D
T804, it is 150 years old For il as o mins, Kenlueky is nwel indebied ta .‘::l.]L \-\'Ql'}(q on Collins Fark, a few "By .Lhe close of the perlod,”
Heney Ward, Some (50l it ol ave agale heen o pogadar, and (-.\'('n:ll].::l.(‘s’ potfthgnst' of Lhe‘ present day sald MIS% Verhooll, “lhcre wors
. A o i rner o J_]n_\, Knox and aurel tr_u'_r:(; main State reads, from the
famnls; gues jeounty; which, of course, woulid vicinily of Maacheater, intersect-

nrnpike Rond Company,” |s this
tatement:  "And Ry there  are

Abeve wre the ruins of the Freenu-kwelkson Bomesdend, on Tle Wilder-
ness Road (JOY 229) flve miles sewtl of Lomlen, last remaining early G-

: : ‘erass Lauwre]l county. ling the Wilderness Road, which
: 4 ) . R thad - heen maintained by tollgates
: t_]“”_l Acl of Jan, 31, 1810, €S- yney e or by tolls collocted

“lallished turnpikes (toll gotes) for (o vhe main soad. One led via

0 ey m rgate Y b

:L“"o_‘}“]”.‘.s- Amd "no longer” be- puynine Spyings, Clay  county,

eanse the roads were very bad, cigesine he Madison road near

i“'“h bt few inhabitants Living: (1ne) Hagel Pateh. {Via Mershons

‘near them. Both were buill bY crpgug Road and Windingblade

“"E!Clay county and their lives were
‘wf.ie:-ctenr]nd at leaslt seven years by
| subscquent Legislatures. The move
¥ important was on the r

road to north of new Hazelpatch
on the Wilderness Foad.) Another.
oad fron Taszeil vp Olter rreelr of Goose
t At oM eyeek and down Stinking ereck to
!ﬁ“dm“"_‘E"Ll,]-"“m'“ counties 1a Cymyberamd river, The thivd led
Ul.‘e‘)lmxrm_ _l‘l‘:k' or Langt‘ords. to Samerset via Tondon, with &
jLorom laneolu county LPObAbLY bqnel passing through Raccoon
d'the Windinghlade road” to join Springs on (waters of Robingon
(the road from Madison at or Le- pyeek. a tributary 109 Laurel river.

— Phata by Juhl Ilm'l'u.l
p . A
reemin-dockson Homestoud, 10 150 W,

Ay protection {o emigrants and
travelers, tavern Keepors were re-
quired o have licenses, and maxi-
. reles  they could chapge
were sct by the counties, First

friend Johnson gave us lodging'
Thursday night; and at Rock Cas-|
tle chance furnished ug with an-
other, such as it was, for Friday

night,- Lbut we had perce  and
tavern rates jn Knox counly, WhichI rayer."”
;includcd most of Southeastern
jKentucky, including Laurel coun-y "Saturday, Cct. 12, 1905, We

Ly, were given by FElmer Decker, took the path ahoul five o'vlock in
historian, as follows: the morning, and came eighteenl
For wine by the gallon or small- miles to dinner al Mr. Freeman’s,+
er quaniity $6.00, We reached Johnsen's, upon Rich-;
For rum or French brandy by lamd Creek, On the Sabbath day;
the gallon or smaller £6.00. we were under the necessity of
Whiskey iy the goallon or small-|moving forward slowly, Le Balling-
er guanlity 12 shillings. er's, where we dined, The evening
Gin by the gallon or smaller hronght s to Daltom’s —crowded
quanity 24 shillings, witlh comipany, but we kept geod
Cordial by the gallon or small- order”
er quantity 2L ghillings.
Brandy maide of pesches by the
{gallon or smaller quanily 16 shil-
f']ings.

A few deys laler, in Tennessee,
after o perilovs trip in the rain,
ovelr road . "not better than in its
l Diet, for n warm dinner, supper paiive state." and his c:larn'agg be-
lor breakfast 1 skillings & 6 pence. VS Ntally upset at Clinch river,

Yor a cold hreakfast, supper or the Bishop ‘decided to take the
Cumberland path hereafter”’ com-
Corn or gals hy the bushel o Plaining “the turnpike takey fifty
ismaller quanity G shillings. ’

Lodging per man for one night  WOTSe.

6 pence.

To these rales were: added 3 w
Icharges fnr the keeping of hogs!BlShop Ou]d
sand sheep, und down through the [ . .
vears were subject to changcs.lEsta bllSh CII'CUIT
Thus it can e seen tavern keep- T - .
ers did & flourishing husiness. The| - Afler resling a day at the Stub-
foundations of several fortunes bleficlds he reminisced: "We ae
were laid during this time,

One of the first regulations geptycky. Sure I am (hal nothing
passed by the Lawrel county court| short of 11 celfar i al
was selting  charges permitteg, S 0ft Of the welfare o lmrmox a
by taverns within its borders. Thcisouls, and my sense of duty, could

!fnllowing charges were adopted be inducement encught for me to

on March £, 1826. Ivisit Lthe West so often: O, the
FFor cach meal 25 cants, . reads, Llhe hills, the rocks, Lthe
I : s lodging rivers, the want of water—even Lo

125 cenls: horse to fodder or hay| o .
for might 25 cents: whisky, brandy, 0N (he lime for secrel praver,
JMomesiic gin, rum, wine, Hollang "ar0l¥ 1o Le stolen, amd the place

.gin and  French brandy, 2121,5»:"'3E‘r'r"'”']y to he had!™
azﬁ‘gﬁf’,I"}'m'.”‘.‘.{;:.‘;‘.‘: Tn h]!a.v:,ls??{ Dot the Bishop kept roming:
. £ horses to hay” was pack for mere. We read in his
changed to 1214 cenls. . |journal where e spent Thursiday
' night, QOct. & 1807, at Freem#n's—
Ea rly Travel On John Freeman's, at the old Free-
! . |man-.?acksun homestearl abhont five
miles south of London, It doubtless
‘w'lderness Road iwas 4 diffieull trip, for in Vir-
. Bishop Franciz Ashury, whoge ginia the following Sunday, he te-
trips over Boones ‘I'race have been ported, “T preached on Luke IV,
related, returned 1o Kentucky over 18, 'O, when shall this wilderness
Governor Shelly's waggon road—-'rejnice?’ T have perfect peace, Tk
The Wilderness Read—Oct. 30-31,'greal toil.” ;
1800, making the Lrip in less than .
tlwo day. His only over-night stopi In  1R00 hc" _l‘clm'ncd again,
Yin the Wilderness was a Ballin—.b“" my remaining noles  taken
;ger's on Cumberland Tiver. ss_.\veral vears dgu have only about!
Returning fram the Kentucky his return trip, which T presume
Confercnge in Octaher, 1803, Bish‘- was through Clay counly, On Oct.

op  Ashury  loek the Madison “One way led through Rich-
[road. The second mighi he “stop- MO on Monday, and over the:
ped at Wood's--in the Woaods: his Long Hill: we pressed on  to

“house heing nnflnished, there were DENNiS's —any port in a storm. Af
!masons, and carpenters, and YOUBM rTide of fifteen miles, on
jgentlemen, and viflemen, apd LWesday morning, brought us to
whisky topeis, hesides the gnatg TPoward's: twenly wyears ago my
and bhats. which ever and anon, kind host received me in Georgia.
flew in and out: we quitted our ANOther rough ride of twenty
purgatory upon paying two and a Miles brought us, by monnshine, to
half dollars for three of us.” This JORNSon's (Thomas' Johnson, Rev-
was The night of Tuesday the 11th’|01ut:onary War wveteran), where
probably somewhal south of Rich-|W¢ Were enterlaingd like gentie-
mond, he being two days out of M- An early start on Wednesiday
Lexinglon, Bishop Asbury’'s next merning gave us advantage of the
entry brought him to and through day, and we came twenty miles to
Laurel counly. breakfast; we ate and prayed am

" . went forward (o Mr, White's
Stopped “1‘th John Faris, Sr. (Revolutionary War veleran,
Anmd Jnhnt Frerman

grandfather of John T2, White and|
“Wednesday, Oet, 12, 1803, It ancestar of all the Clay eonnty

rained today. We encountered the]WhiLes]. where we were com-
recks and hills, on the route to fortably Jadged amd entertained.
chkcasllc river, and stopped,){William White lived near Fern-
dripping and willing, at Senior dale on the Old State Road.)"
Faris's; here we had a fire, food,!Wha! is in parenthesis is by Elmer
prayer, a roonl. and a hed. On;Decker. Hugh White, grandfather
Thursday we started and reachediof John D, White, lived at that
Richard Ballinger's; owr host gaveitime at the mouth of Tan Yari
us enterlainmen! gratis, and we Branch, “about n mile above (he

tion. David Trby bad
from Frankfort and He and John
Farris had "unburied” the hody
and found it 1o be Langford. The

come  over

had prayer at night and in the present town af Manchester,”
morning. 1 think seriously of wrate Mra. Bessie While Iager, a
forming a wililerness cirenit; it isieranddaughter, in the Register of,
yhigh time to begin” Two years go the Kentueky. Historical Society,
by, and then on “Oect, 10, 1805. Our July, 1952, T do not know the

dollars a dey for having made it|

{orc hunilered‘and fotty miles fromi|

yond Mershons' Cross Roads.) The! “Hesides roads leading to” the
. £

less importani was on the road sall works there wer b £
connection with William White. [record to any land of any kind tojfrom “Hale's old place on Wilder- W rbularies  Goaal otk

. L ) iness Toad in Knox o " other lribularies, 1local  routes,
Prayers Ate Answered By religious order in ail of Wh“t:“m upper qla!t ‘?,z:k:o:“:rgbmin which were given occasional aid,

Bishop Asbury's pravers had {5 10w known as Southeastcrnaout]aw,m- T:"rom 'I-Ialg:'c; t!;le m”é The most imporlant of these ex«
been answered, his work rewarded,| Contuciy! The church had been ) nn vended to ceal mines near  the

vuilt provious to that date, pos- lsd fo Ephrim Meore's on Lyan
even along this rough and dif-'giy hefore the Bishop's 1809 tripiotMP creek, and on to Mouth of
tienlt Wilderness Road, in tlleito Kentucky. It had heen given by-I‘a"m' river, ifeh. 16, 1808, o
very Middle of the Wilderness, We Cleorge Furris, son of John Favris,| 1080 was ovdered from the Knox barges werve loadell up Rockéastla.
find that, on Sepl. 20tk (810, @&y, with whom Wishop Asbury;SoVuly Cuwrt House to interseel o 07" o Sublimity Springs, just
deed was made to trustees, "for had found “a five on a cool rainy [WVith road from Langford’s to the oo e Narrows.) The opening
the use of Lhe Methedist Episcopal |Oclober night)., food, prayer, a|biaski Counly House at or near o107 oed trom London in Leurel
Society: a “certain lot or piece of | room, and a bed!” Joining Ceorge Benjamin Thurman’s. .
ground . , . on the walers of thelin the deell was his good wife,| Jan. 12, 1342, a rond was order-
Little Racconn, wherran is a Paisy Farris, daughter of Johna- ed from Mouth of Rockeastle river| -
meecting house known by the name thun MeNiel, also one of the ear-{passing through London, to Daniet;  THE 3ENTINEL-ECHO

nf Hopewell,” in the flrst deed of llest settlers in Laurel ecounty. (Bates' salt furnace on  Colling | 1¥uumnmd Jubllee Edition 1951

mouth of Lanrel river, the head ot
descending  navigation for coal
barges nn the Cumberlamd, [(Coal

(Continrued on Page D-6).
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the television buy of the year

NEW
-INCH

MNew, of the Towest
price ever, you

get every aevance
that has mode
RCAVictor the most-
wanied and highest-
rated piciure in
21-inch televisien]
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21-Inch
“MASTER 217
Ereay Fnishy
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NATION -WIDE SURVEY by Ihe Elmo Roper re-
search organization shows RCA Viclor the lelevision
most people want, most pecple have beught, and
having bought want to buy agein.

You gel the famcus “"Magic Monitor” Circuit Syslem
that locks finest picture with finest sound —aulometically.

Yeou ge! exclusive “Golden Throa! Fidelity Sound
—from the precise balance of amplifier, speaker, and cabinet,

Yoqu get accurate “Rotomalic Tuning.” More to see—
meie picture’'detail . , less to da—less dialing, less adjusting.

See the new RCA Vicior “Master 217

Complete “Victrola™ 45
Automatic Phonagraph.

Plays up to fourteen “457 records
— ot flick of a swilch—more then
114 hys. of mustc with 45" EP's.
"Golden Throat” tone system.
Noroon finish. Model 45£Y2,

Vet
™

s here nowl

For leF;-EuiI!»in, all-chonnel funer with exclusive “Clulch Action*
brings in every slalion in your area, UHF and VHF. {Op'ional at exira cost.)

ASK ABCUT THE EXCLUSWVE RCA YICTOR FACTORY-SERVICE CONTRACT,

B. & R. TELEVISION

LONDCN, KENTUCKY

PHONE 248



