
John Faris's Tavern, Terrible
Harpes, Stephen Langford

Magnificent Ruins Of The Wilderness Road

(Continued form 1'ngo D-3)
I hnvo suld, and the offidiil

notice of Iho opening of it In-
dicates, that tho building »t Tho
Wilderness Koud iimrhecl tho be-
ginning of jic-ncofiil pii.ssngc

Hm-pes Kuva their iiniiic.i n» "Rob-
i'its", cxcepL Uly Hiupe.s' wife
herself HliKiuVlh Walhcr.

The five were held to the Di.s-
trlci Court mid tuken to tho Dan-

ja i l , from which • the men
through "the Wilderness". That"|S!»"l»"Bcd lo escape. Tim jailer's
only relatively true. At ti,UCHii ' 'cconl had more about two of the
civilized men limy bo us
oua niul bo even more cruel than
tho suvnife Indians,
eident will show.

as Ihls In-

"Tho OutlnsvH of Cnvc-in-KncU."
by Otto
accrolnry

A.
of

Kollicrt. lour,' time
The Kil.TOn Club

had
llicir

udcled to the
clan al Slate

women,
population of
expense, "l-'elj. 8. Betsey Walker,
she
the

brought to bed by a son
previous ni^hl," and "March

Loul.sville, is a story about Ihe ter-
rible Horpos—Hlff Ilarpe and Lit-
tle Harpe. One incident lold by.
Mr. Uolhcil had it locale in Laurel!'01"
counly—at least the beginning of
It—at Ihc luvern of John Fan-is,
Sr., and of hi.s son Wil l iam and
daughter-in-law Jane. There wil l

7. Susanna Harpc, brought lo bed
by a daughter the preceding night.
Paid casli midwife for ditto 18s."
Snff icc th to add here that the
women were finnally released, to

their men in a depredating
c through Southern Ken-,

lucky lo their f ina l notorous'
rendezvous at Cave-in-Rock on the
Ohio river. Violent deaths awaited

be more about .Tohn Karris in n n - l l h n ton i l ) lc n'K Harpe and the ler-
llut now to thcother urticK'. Hut now to thc| r i b l c LiUlc Harp'

Harpes. j Probably in 1798 John Farris's
Micajah "Big Ilarpe" and Wiley was tllc only tavern, also com-

"Litlle Ilarpe" liad been born in
North Carolina in 17GO and 3770.

nicnly called "stand,"
count}'. Another was

in Laurc
Ballingcr's

Jn the Revolution their fami ly wns| i n present Bell county. Soon after-
iii sympathy w i t h tho English, wards, though, there were many
ami it was -said they were of mixed |nn(I serving the travelers and tak-
blooil. liig Ilarpe married a Susan' >"K cni'c °r tbeii- stock was the
Roberts, and in their depredations'11111.)01' source of cash income for
her sister Hel l ie went along, "wife
of cither as her fancy might
dictate." Thoy came to Tennessee
und appeared to settle down on a
l i t t l e farm near Knoxvil le , from!

Tributaries To Wilderness Road
Established By Legislature

"The Kentucky Mountains", R Fork of Goose Creek, below tho
Filson Club publication, hns been old Outlaw (Later tho original
quoted previously. This portion of White) salt works,
our story on Tho Wilderness Head j ,„ „„ Act Qf 185g cslnbllghl^

on HCOICIS ,,U)e London Somc,iset nmi \Vnlt*>
im.eicM.mg 1)oro,|gh (HcaU of navigation on

Cumberland river—Burnslde)

i.s based almost entirely on records
related in this most
and factual work by Miss Mary
Verhoeff, now Kir.si Vice-President I,, , ,,
of this Club which has contributed 1."™P"<e. "<».»! Company," is this
so much to our knowledge of
history of Kentucky.

the

many years. I lunlcr.s, too, profited
from the venison and turkey, Ihc
hears and coons, they furnished
the tavern keepers.

If we are lo helicve many leg-
\vhlch they would supply Knnx- ends that have come down to us—
villo with butchered hogs and olh- ami wc can'L 'K1101'0 Uu'm all—not
cr incuts lliev had stolen. It was|evcrylhi"*>' wns wlml R '"'Slit
said that tlioy had been members |hilvc hcc"' "ml I11oro 1-liatl onco a

of tlic renegade Creek and Chcro- :miss int' traveler would be traced
kes groups tha t had ravaged thc! t o ll tavern and no further. But
countryside. They commit t ing mostly the taverns were safe, their
most every sort of crime, Knox-ihce ')el 's "ospitable. and generally,
villc became too hot for them and i b n"''Kbt be presumed, compared
the Harpes decided to transfer ' favorably with their guests who
their operations to Kentucky, en-'W D r c not always «s saintly aa

— Photo by Ncvylu Sliackrircircl
ruins nf the l-'rci>man-.l:u-ksii!i Homestead, nn The Wililer-

otatcmcnl: "And as there are
funds in Ihe hand of Jarvis Jack-
son, of Laurel counly, ns a Corn-

halt was an essential commodity missioner, directed by act ot Gen-
llmt was not too p len t i fu l in eral Assembly lo be applied lo thb
Kentucky at Ihe lime, and a most opening of a road from London, in
promising source of salt wi:- on Laurel county, to the Cumberland
the waters of Goose Creek in what , ivcr; and as thc route contem-
is now Clay county. So an Act of plated. . . . is the same . . . . a
I>cc. 21. 1802, Miss Verhooff Iclls considerable portion of distance
us. established a road from Rich- toward Cumberland river . . . tho
mond in Madison county to Ihe County Court of Laurel county
salt works on Goose creek owned shall "nave power, if it so desires;
by John Patrick and others and to order an appropriation of
known as Langford's Lick. This such portion of said fund" proratfl
was to the vicini ty of present to this new venture. This possibly
Manchester, turn ing off from the was thc same "good" road, from
main Richmond road near (south London and Somerset, that Dr.
of) the Rockcastle r ive r . The Act Christopher C. Graham has beenAliove are the

ness Itiiiid (KY a3») five miles south <M London, lust remaining early hiv-1 also provided for a Salt Road from credited with In ing lo Sublimity
crn, famous in its own right, on tha t famous highway. Il ishop Francis l^ulaski Court House to the same Springs, which was incorporated
Aslimy and other iiolahU-s xvi-n; guests of John 1'i-c email hen1, l iu i l l in

.180-1, it is l.")0 JTMI-S old. I-'nr it ;is ;i ruins, Ken tucky is mm li inch-bin! t c i
Henry Ward. Some; t h i n k it could liavi! agiiir. bren » popular, and even
fiimons, guest house.

tering
Gap

thc State at Cumberland [™shop Francis Asbury.
1 1708. They held up and Tavern Hntcs Fixed Hy Counties

robbed a ].readier, but returned As protection to emigrants and
his Bible and other goods and per- travelers, tavern keepers were re-
mitted him to proceed. Others quired to have licenses, and maxi-

Hli.NKY WAKD

Commissioner of Conservation

saltworks and also lo Outlaw's a; •o--i. F"h. 12. 1860.
salt works on Collins Fork, a few "By the close of the period,"
miles northeast of the present day said Miss Verhoeff, "there were
corner of Clay, Knox and Laurel three main State roads, from the
county: which, of course, would v ic in i ty of Ma/iehcster, intersect-

i ing the Wilderness Road, which
had been maintained by tollgatea
upon then: or by tolls collected
on the main road. One led via

Springs, Clay county,
crossing the Madison road near
i t h e ) Hazel Patch. (Via Mershona
Cross Road and Windingblado

cross Laurel county.

| An Act of Jan, 31, 1810. es-
tablished turnpikes (toll gates) for

"no longer." lie- Bllminfr

-Photo bv Johl, „.„«»=
Homestead. .0 B. W.

Iwo years, and
cause the roads were very bad,
with bill few inhabitants l iv ing;
near them. Both were buil t by
™-v county and lhctr lives w :e ~- ~ ̂  ̂  »»— HaJ,e,patch

years by on tilc Wilderness Road.) A_nottier.
passed up Otter creek of Goose
creek and down Stinking creek to

. . . . . . Cumberland river. T h e third l e d
he lower l.ck, or Langforcls'. to Somers.cl via ,jOnfloni wlth a

.'. V™" . rC°,'! r0"nLy '"'obably branch passing through Raccoon
the road f r m M - r ' " 0 to ,J'oin Springs on (waters of Robinson

lyond M

extended at least seven
subsequent Legislatures. The more
important was on the road from
Madison and Lincoln counties to

friend Johnson gave us lodging connection svith William White.

The j
road

were less fortunate, not l iving to

named Paca and Bates.

tell the tale.
Tho Harpes killed a peddler

named Peyton near Cumberland j included most of Southeastern
river in what is now Knox coim-jKentucky, including Laurel coun-
ty. They killed _ two Marylanders tVi wcrc given ,,y Elnlcr Deck(.r|

historian, as follows:

Thursday night; and at Rock Cas-
tle chance furnished us with an-

could charge|0ther, such as it was, for Fridaymum rates they
were set by the counties. First; njg],t.

Two Old Friends
Meet In 1798

Stephen Langford of Virginia r
came to Kentucky. A traveling

as Cumbcrlandi

tavern rates in Knox county, which lprayer"

r "Saturday,
took
the

For wine by the gallon or small- miles
er quantity 56.00. We

For rum or French brandy by land
the gallon or smaller $6.00. \ve

Whiskey by the gallon or small-
er quantity 12 shillings.

Gin by thc gallon or smaller
quanity 2-1 shillings.

we had peace and

Prayers Are Ansxvered
Bishop Asbury's prayers had

.less important was on the road Besides roads leachnB to *•**
record to any land of any kind to from "Male's old place on Wilder- sn,11 works thci'° were a mlmber. of

ness Road in Knox county" to other tnb"la!'"-'s, local routes,any religious order in all of what !

been answered, his work rewarded,
even along this rough and dif- '
ficult Wilderness Road,

is now known as Southeastern
Kentucky! The church had been; '10

upper salt works (probably
. From Halo's

buil t previous to that date, pos-!";'' to EI)hl'im Moore's
sibly before the Bishop's 1809 trip CamP crcck- an'] °» to

t h e j to Kentucky. It had been given by ' mel

other
which were given occasional aid.

Feb. 16,

the loa<i

on Lynn
Mouth of

1808, a

The most important of these exn
tended to coal mines near tha
mouth of Laurel river, the head; ol
descending navigation for c'oa]
barges on the Cumberland. (Coal

Rockcastlo.
Springs, just

opening
Laurel

-6)

moving forward slowly to Balling-3- l i t t lc Raccoon, whereon is a Patsy Farris, daughter of Johna-^d from Mouth of Rockcastle river
er's, where we dined. The evening
brought us to Dalton's—crowded
with company, but we kept goodcompanion as far _.„ _

Gap had been David Irby, and! Cordial by the gallon or small- order."
separating there thcv agreed to er Q"antity 2'1 shillings.
n^t at Frankfort Ol^Lmconl Brandy made of peaches by thc! A few days aler. in Tennessee,-
.counly recor(,s, found in m8.jg£» or smal.er quanily „ ̂ '' ̂  ^^beZ-'fha'rfin^

ha<l"PfcZwctl thei Diet' fot' n warm dinne''- siiPpef'nat ivc state-" an<1 ™s carriage be-
'lor breakfast 1 shillings & 6 pence. l i n & "eal''y l'Pset at Clinch river,

For a cold breakfast, supper oi-:the B^h°P "decided to take the
inner 1 shilling. .Cumberland path hereafter" corn-
Corn or oats by the bushel oi-:P |ainin£ "the turnpike takes f if ty

ismaller quanity G shillings. |dollars a day for having made it
Lodging per man for one night

:6 pence.
To these rates were • added

Wilderness Road, passing lhe)c

junction of Ihe Stale road
off toward Madison county,
stopped at John Farris's station |
west of Little Rockcastle river in!
late evening, Tuesday, Dec. 32,1
1798, and spent the night there, j

Bishop Would
Establish Circuit
. After resting a day at the Stub-

John Farris, Sr., was a friendly.
man and in their conversation that,chal 'Kca for the keeping of hogs
night he and Langford where ;aml sheeP' and down through the
drawn closer together when they -vears were subject to changes,
learned they once had beenlTmls ll ean bc seen tavern keep-
neighbors back in Virginia. As ers dlcl a f lourishing business. The
related by Mr. Rothert John Far-j fo l ln t i a t ions °E several fortunes,blefields he reminisced: ".We are
ris, Sr., later swore "a'man came. re laicl ril"'ing this time. jorie hunaered rand forty miles'from
t o . his house on the Wilderness !_One, ,o£ .,u": firs.t regulations Kentucky. Sure I am thai nothing

nemiittpd °^ ^le u'c'fal'e of immortal
by taverns within ifs borders The lsol l ls ' and my sense of dllty' cou!(i

:,-| following charges were adopted be in(Jllccm«nl. enough for me to
March 6, 1826. vislt the West so often: O, the
>r each meal 2n cents. lodging

meeting house known by the name than McNietl, also one of the ear- Passing through London, to Daniel i TIIK SENTINEL-ECHO
of Hopewell," in the first deed of liest settlers in Laurel county. jBates' salt furnace on Collins |Diamond Jubilee Edition 195
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\\

the rocks, thc
112'.;. cents; horse to fodder or hay
' • . l

rivers' thc want of water— even to

road who called himself Langford
and who, aCter he had told him
his name, he rccollecled to have
been acquainted with in P
vania county, Virginia, ii
youth of Thomas Langford."

I * — .^ I-LIILO, nuiac LU i uuucr Ul' fitly |
Others Came At Breakfast Timo > fnr njKht 25 cents; whisky brandy ldr ink: the time for secret prayer,

Early Wednesday morning other domestic gin, rum, wine, ' Holland hardly to be stolen.^and the place
travelers came to Farris's Stn- 'gin and French brandy, 121,S |SCai's°ly to he had!"
tion as they wore about to have|cents per half pint. In May, 1827;| B,,t tho Bishop kept coming

hay" was back for more. We read in his
journal where he spent Thursday
night, Oct. 8, 1807, at Freeman's—
John Freeman's, at thc old Free-

"horses to
12'/" cents.

Early Travel On

breakfast. There were two men charge for
and three women in the group, all changed to
unkept, and, according to their
story, pennyless. But even so they
were not turned away. Inadver-
ently, Langford had said or llonc ll/;l J _ _ |> I
something that displeased Jane TTilUemeSS ivOQQ
Fan-is, and disclaiming any mis-! Bishop F-ratlcia Asbury, whose'ginia thc following Sunday, he re-
chievous intention said "that he lrips ovcr Boones Tracc have becn pol.te(ii -T preached on Luke IV,
would not offend her for all m his .elatec, ,.etl]1.n0(I Lo Kentucky over 18. 'O, when shall this wilderness
saddle bags, which was worth | Governor Shelby's waggon road—' rejoice?' I have perfect peace, but
500 pounds. Langford paid for ]Thc wilderness Road-Oct. 30-31 'great toil" j
the strangers' breakfasts and the J800i makjng the t r ip in ]ess than'

man-Jackson homestead about five
miles south of London. It doubtless
was a d i f f i cu l t t r ip , for in Vir-

j two day. His only over-night stop I In 1809 he returned
: i n the Wilderness was a Ballin-.b u t my remaining notes

again,
taken

six left together for the Settle-
ments at Crab Orchard.

But Langford never got there. ;ge,.'s on Cumberland river." ....... jseveral years ago have only about |
A few days later, men driving a Returning from the Kentucky his "return trip, which I presume
drove of cattle to Virginia found a conference in October,
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r, 1803 Bish- was th™»Bh Clay county. On Oct.
the Madison ]6: "Om~ way lc(1 through Rirh-dead body of a man beside the op AsbM1.y look _ _

Wilderness Road. The Famses re-|roaci .rjlo seconcj night he "stop- montl on Monday, and ovcr the:
cognized it as Stephen Langford. Ipc(, at Wood's—in the Woods- his" Lon» Hm: we pressed on to!
How could they have known that house bcing unfinished, there were Den™'s's-any port in a storm. A ;
thc strangers eating breakfast with:,j,asons an(I carpenters and V0l1&h ri<!e of f i f teen miles, onj
them on that f a t e f u l morning had |Sentlenien, and 'riflemen', and Tllcsday morning, brought us to

Howard's: Iwenly years ago mybeen the Harpes, the terrible kill-
ers ?

The alarm was sounded and the
chase was on. The Kentucky
Gazette of Jan. 2, 1799, mentioned
the -discovery of the body on Dec.
14, and added, "We also learn Mr.
Ballcnger is in pursuit of them,
with a determined resolution never
to quit the chase until Me has se-
cured them." In the meanwhile,
Capt. Joseph Ballenger, a Stanford
merchant, had found the Harpes
near Carpenter Station, now
Honstonville, on Christmas day.
Their examining trial got under
was at Stanford, Jan. 4, 1799,
with Esquires Hugh Logan, Wil-
liam Montgomery and Nathan
Huston presiding judges, and
Willis Green clerk. Among the
evidence was a Free Mason's apron
Ballenper had found. The Farrise.i
recognized the defendants and re-
cited the happenings at their sta-
tion. David Trby had come ovcr

svhisky topers, besides the gnats
and bats, which ever and anon,. kind host Deceived me in Georgia,
flew in and out: we quitted our Another roll?h ride of twenty1

purgatory upon paying two and a milcs brought us. by moonshine, to
half dollars for three of us." This Johrlson's (Thomas Johnson, Rev-
was the night of Tuesday the llth, |olllti°nary War veteran), where
probabl3r somewhat south of Rich-1we were entertained like gentle-
mond, he being two days out of men' An early s*art on Wednesday
Lexington. Bishop Asbnry's next m°rning gave us advantage of the
entry brought him to and through <iav' an(J we came twenty miles to

breakfast; we ate and prayed and
went forward to Mr. White's
(Revolutionary War veteran,,
grandfather of John D. White and

12, 1803. It ancestor of all the Clay county

2].Inch
"MASTER 21"

Ebon/ fnij'n;
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vssion

Laurel county.
Stopped With John Paris, Sr.
And John Freeman

"Wednesday, Oct.
rained today. We encountered the|Whites), where
rocks and hills, on the route to^ortably lodged
Rockcastle river, and stopped,! (William White

we were com-
and entertained,
lived near Fern-

dripping and willing, at Senior.dale on the Old State Road.)"
Faris's; here we had a fire, food,! What is in parenthesis is by Elmer
prayer, a room, and a bed. On;Decker. Hugh White, grandfather
Thursday we started and reachedjof John D. White, lived at that
Richard Ballinger's; our host gave I time at the month of Tan Yard
us entertainment gratis, and we Branch, "about a mile above the
had prayer at night and In the present tov:n of Manchester,"
morning. J th ink seriously of,wrote Mrs. Bessie White Hager, a

from Frankfort and He and John forming a wilderness circuit; it islPranddaughter, in the Rcgister'of,
Fan-is had "unburicd" the body ,high t ime to begin." Two years go the Kentucky. Historical Society,
and found it to' bo Langford. The by. and then on "Oct. 10, 1805. Our July, 1952. I do not know the
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