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Interesting Facts Are Noted On
County’s Early Mining Industry

By JH, €, MeMEIL
-and from notes supplied by Mr. McHal),
Hativa of Plitshurg, Mew of Wheel-
wright, Kentucky

Cily, and James W, Ridings of
Middlesboro, have heen members of
the International Execulive Howrd
of the Uniled Mlne Workers; and
mary from Pittsburg have been
ficld worliers for Lhe UMW,

Kentucky wuas indeed forlunate
in the fonet Lhat Gov, J. Proclor
nolt appdinted €. J. Norwood as
‘the firgt Stote Inspecelor of Mines,

One prediclion will be of interest,
vven though i never did material-

Mine Opetatious In Lavrel County,
A% Roported 1895 and 1900

The following lists of mines and

Lheir operatars in Leurel counly
aro taken from annual reports for
this editlon by Jnn, €. MeNeit of
Wheelwright:

The following Informalion is from | 5
tha 1885 Annunl Report where dil-} 8
ferent from the 1898- 1000 lists;

Peneock Conl Company—wW, R,

Fee sl 1l was his prediclion of
ihe "Kentucky Division of the pra-
jeeled Carollng, Cumberlamd Gap
and Chilcagoe Ballroad”, with a foot-
note staling: “This division heginy
ut London, Laurel Countyt

NMine Hosses Leleher, president: Jno, 1. Green-
In speaking of those “whe|108f lreasurer, G 1. Anderson, si-

perintendent and secretary. A

Urndan Canl Conpany—Thompson
JeEfrey, Managoer,

Pltmnan Canl Cormpany-—-iWillinm
MueNell, superintendent,

Vietorln Conl Compuny—Lewis
Baxter, preaident.

Star Coni Company—Jobnlhan|®
MeNeil, president; R, J, Morris, sec-|, -
tetary nond treasurer; Geo. W, Har-|°
rigson, supevintendent. ) T

Diamond Conl Company—J. .|, ¢
MeKee, seeretary,

Tittle Silvier Conl
Crooke, (mresident.

The following data is taleen from

“hossml’ these mines in those days.”
M. MeNeil wrote: My unele, Wil-
Ham MeNeii amd bis brother Bol
(my [athery came to Tanvel county
[rom AMahlenbery county, sons of
Sroleh Miner who  first
mined cgal in the Georges Creelk
fintd i Bfaryland; then down te
ihe Brozil Block field in Indiana
and then Lo Afublenbery counly in
Wealern Wenlueky.™”

The former was superintendent
for the Tilman Coal Co. and Lhe
Inlier worked for his brothe-in-
law, Mike Fope. Others vecalled
in thls connectton and the mines
for which they worked, Inchided: Ehc 1808 and 1900 Annual Reporls:

Robert Brown, father of Renus| Ieueock Conl Compuny—C. D.
and Nob, not place. Anderson, president; (. F. Andear-

I3, W, Ronark, Laurel son, seerelury w il general man-

W, €. Webh, Peacock, ager,

I. W, McBrayer, Manchesler, st f\lt:!:m.m!—C. L. and Rohert

Tlolly Tealty, for S. L. Bastin, |Cveen, gperating as Jreen Bros,

W. I Ballow, F. D, Wood and; 1y Ceal and Cele Co—To L.
Wi, Miller, Prilsburg, Parks, propuietor,

W, Heath, Lily. Kr!llhll'.k‘}; Coal ’o—H. C. Thomp-

1] . o i iy S0M, general mannger.

J. 3. Cain wna assistant mine in-| Prictor
speetar, and was suceeeded in 1907 _Lnst Bernsindt Coul Co—W. H.
hy Perry V. Cale. Litton, secretary; J. C. Pritchard,
) IMLnnger,

Swlas Minfng Co,—A co-opera-
tive association of miners,

Altantont Conl Mining Co.—Wils
linm McHugh, president; John W.
Weed, sceretary; AL J, Totken, man-
Lger.

Victoria Coud Company—W,
Pugh, president; T, . Cornell, sec-
velaty: J, J. Hughes, treasurer,

Laurel Conl Company—George
Ciivens, presidont; J. W. Bastin,
secrelary and general manager;

Co.—A. M|

- e, PR iy

Pleus Miller, 11 Danjel Oakley,

sey, 36 Ceorge Jones, 37 Ira

Analysis And Go

Unlon Leaders

Fittsburg witnesscd some of Lhe
-earlier movements to unionize the
miners vrul furnished v number of
important leaders in that move-
ment,

IV, C. Wehh was one time nation-
al vice president of the Knightsg of
Laubar durlng the days of Tervence
V. Powdearly. John J. Jeffrey was
for mony years ldentified with the
Union' movement, Two Plttsburgers,
1Y, Id, Duwn, deceased, Central

dno. €, MeNeil, fram official re
ports.

In 1887, Buallard Thurston, o
the Geolopical Survey, took sam

(Continned on Page M-2)

Analysis

The coal analysis from the Pil-
miun Coal Company's mine shownd:
Moisture and volatile 37,12, fixed

By 5 A, MORY, 5R.
In 1890, the year the Kentuchy
Department of Mines hegan keep-
|ing tonage separalely by coun-
Jties, 281,178 tons were shipped
from Laurel county, The highest
tonnage was in 1803, with 108,762
tons shipped. By 1920 it had drop-
ned to 9444 tons, and in 1013
. B was the zll-time low of 4,500 tons.
s . |ped te 9414 tons, and in 1931
—FPhota svpplied by Thompsen Jeffrey. and in 1942 a war time effort
In Baxtertown, Pitisharg, Ky., the man nt the sccond post of tflc;bl'ullgl‘ll‘_ produclion up to 248,622
Vietoria Coal Co. store is Fd Cornell, father of Arthur Cornell, tons, all  from  Laurel
Olhers are unidentified. “truck’” mines,

Pittshurg Coal Co. Mine Tipple About 1906

o - . o AR

county

£}

¥

= 4
- i ' lied by James Woad
Trom left: Fred Zimmerman {only left side showing), Henry Zimmerman, Claude Miller,

John Storms, Frank Welch, Richard Delph, unknown, Jim Dnllock (sitting), Bill Welch,
Jim Wondy, George Gaines Sr., Oscar Milbern (hetter known as Buster Southard), Jim
Selvy, Lige Owens, Walter Moove, Bud Selvy, unknown (with hucket under arm). In back

row at righi: Charlie Bryant, Jim Miller, Jim Johnson, John R. Adams, Louis Bowling,'Knox county was orgenizea inland vest aml cap, is John Jeffrey; in white shirt

- Bob Jackson, Harrison Miller, Frank Pruitt, Bob Miller. Third man on tipple under eross
mark is “Old Man Gaines”.

ALSO CALLED WILDCAT MINIE., At time this picl
was opernled by George W. Curvin, I, €. Jones, manager at the time, !
Fram left us numbered: 6 Marion Roe, 7 Jim Lee Owens, 8 Andrew Gill, 9 Elige Miller, 10,

“Tests Of Pittshurg Coal

The following results of testy of ples from ihe T.aural Coal Com-
‘Pitlst‘urg coal are furnished hy

Laurel Lauret Peacock Pitman
(Full Seam) (Slack)
Moisture 1.20 50 240 a0
Fixed Carbon 85.70 92,60 80,20 92.60
Ash 2.10 6.50 B.40 6.90
Sulphu 0.650 0.739 0.539 615

A Few Coal Statistics Laurel Operator
\For Many Years

) which was published by The Sen-

) "Mining in Laure! County, Ky."” may

P T .

: county. Others Ffollowed and the

Laurel Has First Coal Field
In Southeastern Kentucky

The Cross Mountain Mine, Near East Bernstadt
TR W g0 in 18382 At Altamont; County

Major Coal Operations Begin

Has Small Mines Much Earlier '

By ERNEST L, AMOES Teet thick; 3, ahout 35 feet ahove

Kentucky's first conunerelal coal the water, forty inches thick; 4.
mine was probably the drift mine|Si5r¥ 0F eighty feet asbove the

: ! . river, four fect thick. It was from
opaned in 1820 by William McLean  tna {hira vein that the four boak

nndthe Green River in Muhlenberg loads of coal had been taken.

Not until zlhout 1866- when the
first important mine was likely|&shland Ceal & Iron Railway op-
tié Coulk Mine npened in 1836 oniened m|n0§; in Coarter county was
‘Tradewater River in Union couniy;there a mine in eastern Kentucky
by Charles H. Conk of New O ot‘_ more than local importance. A
leans from which coal was sent,MN€ Wos opened on Wood's ereek

P e
by IHenry

--Photo hy P,
wre was laken, Kty 9, 1910, the mine

GilL
operated if Iafer.

12 Dave Hunt, 13 Sam Carl, 14 Bert Roe, 15 Willis Brackett, 16

» 27 Floyd Jones, 28 West Tackett, 29

Wuarren, 35 Dave Yance,

|Firsl' Shi[;per

king

s

pany's mine and from the Peacock
Coal Company’s mine, and J, R.
Proclor, State Geolegist, from the
iPitman mine  tn Quinnimont, W,
fiVa., and had them c¢okdd with the
-ifallowing resiits:

+

carbon, 35.58, ash 3.80, sulphur
0.895.

HENRY C. THOMPSON
18354-1546

As organizer nul viee president of
the PFeucock Coal Cg,, ¥, Thomp-
son wis the first shipper of coal
from the Fittsbirg fiekl, and un-
Ioss by the Altamont Coal Co.
from Laurel epunty., He was the
Inst survivor of the original opera-
tors of rallrond mines in the
county,

|
b

H .
i Corn was all "laid by” at East
Bernstadt on July 18, 1907, accord-
ing to The London Scolinel,

i .

SAM L. BASTIN

1867-1950 .
For many years in charge of the|
Star Coal Company, Mr. Bastin

[ e

,was  the Iast survivor of the
mafar operators during the hey-
ida.y of mining in Laurel county.

Fiistory of Coal Mining
In Laure! County
| Tn 1944 Messers S, L. Bastin and

8. A, Mory, Sr., wrote & history
of corl mining in Laurel county,

tinel-Echa. Tm  booklet form, 20
ipages and cover, copies of “Coal

he lhad at this nffice.

Wolf Head Brings $150,
Wm. A, Slorm breught in n
wolf's head In Februavy 1879, and
for it received a $130.00 reward,
It was a big wolf, six inches be-
lween its eyes. From the time

"Tirst and fourth from left are

1And Last Survivor

[ one and & hall miles, "many mines

. ville"
|

|Till 1834 twenty-five to thivty-Live
‘boat Toads averaging 1750 hushels

tdrawing Tour fect ol water, to pass

{_he_hllnion Coal Co. Mine,

“'down the Ohio and Mississippi 10 T-aurel eounly in 1872 by John

iPitman & Co. and continued for

R . many years. The potential coal

There appeaved fo be an abun-!

idance of col'tI]?‘ l'lid AW, AWV Matjher iields of Southeastern Kentucky
a1, =4 . . [T = X

!geologisl, and mining engineer, in'“ele apened w he_n_tlm L. &.I\" was

[ N g cotepleted to Livingston in Sep-

I}us Report on the Geological Re- tember 1870, aud to the T

jeennaissance of Kentueky made inhﬁm i A _.1' ;8153 4 the Tennessec

1838, “'at different points on Cum-j p :

tbhertamd river bebween the falls and First Important OGperations

{the  mouth of Buck ecreck, seven On Railromds In Laurel Counfy

miles above Lhe Great Shoals.” AL ! ) i

the time of the survey coal wasg Tl.‘e fl.mt Important railroad op-

being mined sl three points, the eration in the Soulheastern Ken-

first, o highest, aboul a half mile.mc“'y voal fields began in Laurel

rivers.

—. 17 Jehn Inman, 18 —, 19 Johin Money, 20 Slanley Sparks, 21 Bob Jonas, 22 Park Webb, above the mouth of Laurel and: the COUNLy when the Altamont Coal
23 Henry Vanee, 24 —, 25 George Brackett, 26 below ihe Taouth of Lanrel
Henry Gill, 30 John Gill, 31 Dar Sparks, 32 Ben Miller, 33 —, 34 John Harrison, 35 Ben Ram- o, 140 feft oF no K :

second & Jithle more than a duile SOMP#ny.  leaded by  Cassius

hokn (Cash) Cruoke of Richmond, ac-
quired some 3,300 acres of land
from the heirs of the oviginal
Jonathan MceNeill and opened a
mine on Hazelpatch Creek shortly
Nashville, apparently that year. flftcr the ral‘Liroad reached London
| Thero was o sifm of conl hgving in July 1882 The town of Alta-
been mined between thesa and the 1ent was laid out and a parrow
“principal mines, ahout eighteen B2Uge ftram-road buili from the
miles below the moulh of Lauret” tiPPle at thal point to the mine

But there, within a distanee of 20Ut 2 half wile away. Ten or

twelve cara could be drawn by the
mule used on the tram-road. BMr.
Crooke, who began his mining
career at Band ap in Jackson
ceunty in 1863 and Jater was op-
ergting a mine at Pine Hill, wag
reputediy Lhe first man to ship
Kenlueky coal ta market by rail.
More ahanut the Altamont Coeal Co.
will be found under head of Alta-
mont and Alauchester Railroad on
_page L1,

Shortly after the Altamont mine
opened, the T.aurel, Peacock anrd
Pitman mincs aL Pittsburg and the

Vulcan near East Bernstadt were

' s [ .
;:{g;uﬁl} m{;ﬁ;“‘;;" ii’:it E;‘;gé::ilig;opened and by t]‘w end of 1883 the
1834 and 1827, [rom TO to 100 boat:"\ema' If;]aCk DLamoud', Star and
loads per annnm, averaging 2Z,500 Q“ee"E'Ly were operating. In 1884
bushels, Tad been sent down Lhe'alm“t 30 men wete employed. The
river. A vise of 16.8 fesl was re- Altamont mine, the largest and

guired af the coal landing to en- hesl equipped mine in the county

and onc of the most extensive in
able ti ATEEr DO Lk y ;
able thesc larper hoats (harges), the state, employed 150 men.

W Whikley sida of
Cumberland river. Only two boat
lvads from each of these places
had been sent down the river to

have heen opened, some of which
lare being worked al present and
others have been abandoned.”

First Southeasfern Henfneky
Coal Was Iiver Dorne

It wag said bhat the ficst coal
was taken from t[he out-crops of
Ithcse veing in 1827 and that in
11828 "five bpats ayrived at Nash-
The first Jrift or under-
ground warking was hegun in '1829.i

the Great Shoals wilth safety, |Fifieen Major and 27 Minor
A small railway carried the coal Operationy In 1887
from the drift maouth to the top of In 1887 there were 75 ymajor

L11e1F1|ff hort': where tlf went to % mines and numerous small “fami-
landing on the viver by means of jy» ynineg 40 the State of Ken-

an inclmcd' piu"ne'. ]In t}lle _Cz_l_rlymucky. Lawrel county had fifteen
days coal was el geri down, aIOE the major ones and 27 of the
steel wedge heing driven into the smaller of which 6 were near

coal and it forced down. The cars Bush's Store, 1 &t Tuttle, 3 at
of pre-Civil War ran on wooden Roreing, 5 at MeWhorter, 2 at

rails, the earlier rails, instead of j o6 "5 4t Greenmonnt, 2 at Hazel
the wheels, having flanges. The Patch, 1 a( Morshon's and 5 at

jcars held some 200 pounds. FOUT yonq0n  Seephen Chesnnt, David
scams of coal at the mouth of sguoy, John Chesnut, Ed Maples

Laurel were _{Jﬂ.—'.cribcd: 1, in the and W. T. Moren operated the
boed of the viver: 2, twenty feet:

ahove the water and about two,

Pittshurg

(Continued on Page M-2)
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—Phota suppllcd by hombson Jeffroy.
John Warren and John Mellqubham, with mnles. In white shirt,
heside him is Tom A. Jeffrey; and with

1800, there were standing rewardspo. .4 and miners cap and thumbs in vest is Tom Jeffrey, father of the {wo, Back of Tom

fer killing wolves, Then they were

paying 8§ shillings per haad. Jeffrey in vest is Johnnie Wil

liams, With second mule is Bob McAlister.



