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Name: Lewis; Mary J.
County: Morgan

Admitted: July 9, 1879
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Died: January 15 ,
* 1923

\
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Mary J. Lewis (Sergent/Sargent)
was commited to a mental hospital after
being held as a lunatic by the courts and
a jury of her "peers" (the jury were all
well-to-do men who were landowners). 

It was determined that her first "lunatic"
action was on 15 March 1788.  This was 
approximately 21 days or 3 weeks after
giving birth to her last child, Lula "Lou" 
Cordela Lewis.

Mary was only 27, and Lula was her 5th child
she had given birth to in a total of 8 years.

I believe she was suffering from postpartum 
depression.

She would stay in the asylum from the age 
of 27, until her death in 1923 at the age
of 69 years old.



Name of Deceased:  Mary J. Lewis
Cause of Death:        Cerebral Hemorrhage
Date of Issue:           1-18-1923

Number: 4384

A Copy of Inquisition of Mary J. Lewis of Morgan Co, Ky.

Admitted:  July 9, 1879

Dile Lewis (husband)
West Liberty, Ky

Mother insane (Sarah Ann "Sallie" Blair)

Ordered: $36.54

3 Guards



Translation typed at the bottom of each page

micki_5c6iafl
Typewriter
Morgan County Court June 10, 1879 on motion of WB Lykins Attorney for the commonwealth it is ordered that 

a write of lunacy issue on case of Mary J Lewis. Returnable immediately to inquire into the state of mind of said Mary J Lewis

and it is ordered that Thos  ? Henry, Esquire appointed counsel for said Mary J Lewis where upon came the following jury (?)

Thos W Rose, Isaac C Johnson, RF Caskey John McKenzie, GH Dyre, James M Bays,  WF Caskey, WT Caskey, WM Caskey, 

JF Elam, HD Caskey, Gardner Perry who being sworn accornding to law returned the following verdict (?) we the jury impaneled and sworn under a write directing us to inquire if Mary J Lewis be of unsound mind, and having had a view of said Mary in open court, and having heard evidence in ?? to the condition of her mind as of





estate, do find said Mary J. Lewis to be a lunatic, lost her mind about 15th of March last, could 
learn from the evidence what caused the loss of her mind, she was born in Morgan County, Ky
lives with her husband and has no estate of her own in ? reversion or remainder her husband 
has not sufficient estate



to support her, her father is dead and her 
mother lives in Morgan County Ky but has 
no estate, and  the said Mary J. Lewis is 
incapable to labor for her support in whole or
in part. 

Given under our hand and seal this 10th day
of June 1879.

Thos W Rose  Isaac C. Johnson  RF 
Caskey  John McKenzie  GH Dyer  Gardner 
Perry  James M Bays WF Caskey  WM 
Caskey  JF Elam  JD Caskey

A copy att Amos Davis Presiding Judge of 
Morgan County Court

Statement
? 24: occupation, that of a house wife,



Married! Good habits; can spell read and write
her mother has been insane; first attack above 15th March 1879, exhibited by
grief and ?  ?  and complaining of breast and head



and has grew worse from first attack cause not known, thinks they are going
to poison her, not subject to fits, either high temper, threatens suicide by 
drowning herself has periodic frenzys, last about 254 hours; her husband
has had to confine her in a room Has had some medical treatment, no bleeding
no hurts about the head, no eruptions, or injurys.   Amos Davis



State of Kentucky  Morgan County Court  June Ten 1879
Ordered by the court that ? McKenzie sheriff Morgan County be appointed to take Mary J Lewis
and deliver her to the superintendent of the Eastern Lunatic Assy ? at Lexington Ky and that
he take with him three sober ? men as a guard.  Given under my hand this 10 June 1879.


